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Improving aid data through the Development 
Assistance Database 

“The Government requires all partners to report to the 
Development Assistance Database, and comply with its 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), reporting on 
their aid inflows in a timely, accurate and comprehen-
sive manner.” The Sierra Leone Aid Policy (2009)  
 
In 2008 the Government of Sierra Leone installed a Devel-
opment Assistance Database (DAD).  Data is inputted by 
development partners themselves and can be analysed by 
multiple fields, including sector, district and type of organi-
sation.  GoSL is committed to using the DAD as its main 
repository for aid information in order to allow for better 
quality of aid analysis.   The DAD can be accessed at http://
dad.synisys.com/dadsierraleone/   
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All data analysed within this pamphlet derives 
from reporting from development partners.  Pre-
2007 data was sourced from Development Assis-
tance Reports, which are based on partner report-
ing.  From 2007 onwards, the data was captured 
through information reported on the Government 
of Sierra Leone’s (GoSL) main repository for aid 
information, the Development Assistance Data-
base (DAD).  Data is provided directly onto the 
system by development partners, and the system is 
administered by GoSL.  For more information, see 
back page.   
 
Prior to finalisation and analysis, a multi-stage 
verification process was undertaken.  Reported 
data was circulated to all donors in-country, and 
Government institutions (MDAs), in excel format 

Data Source and Verification Processes  Reported Development Assistance by Type 2003—2008 
($m Disbursed) 

Development Assistance Disbursed 2003—2008
($m) 

0

50

100

150

200

250

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

yearBilateral Aid Multilateral Aid
UN Aid Vertical Funds

Changes to Aid Implementer 2007—2008  (by primary 
reported implementer) 

Priority Areas 
(Agriculture, 

Infra, WATSAN, 
Health, 

Education), 
56.09%

Other Areas, 
43.91%

Reported Disbursements to Priority Sectors (2008) 

48
42

39

48

16

37

5

19

4
5

13
14

25

9
6

7
2

2
2

61

25
23

19
23

20

12
11

10
10

10
8

7
7

7
4

2
2

39

-
10 20 30 40 50 60 70Health

Budget Support

Unspecified

Infrastructure

AgricultureEducation

HumanitarianJusticeWATSAN
Youth

PFM

Capacity Building

Transparency

Security SectorHIV/ Aids
PSD

Environment

Macro M'ment

Decentralisation

2007
2008

D
isbursem

ents to Sectors 2007—
2008 ($m

) 

333

239

286

361
347

302

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

$39, (13%) $42, (12%) 

$33, (11%) 
$44, (13%)

$50, (17%)$55, (16%) 

$133, (44%)$156, (45%)

 $16, (5%)
$40,  (11%)

$30,(10%)$9, (3%)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2007 2008

DBS NGO UN MDA misc undefined

DBS = Direct Budget Support; MDA = Government Institutions; NGO = Non Governmental 
Organisation 

PSD
 =

 Private Sector D
evelopm

ent; PFM
 =

 Public Financial M
anagem

ent; W
A

TSA
N

 =
 W

ater 


